theory of real crystal formation, and there is a large gap between the theory and practice of crystal growth. Now, it is undoubted that the real crystal structure stores the "genetic" information on the process of formation of crystals and the forecast of their future behavior during treatment and service. The authors' ideas of the embodiment of this information in the "granular" substructure of the crystals are considered in the present book.
This book considers all known methods for the growth of sapphire and modification of its properties, the fields of sapphire application, as well as the most exhaustive data on the crystal structure and physical-chemical properties. The authors believe that this book, which helps to estimate the unique potential of sapphire, will be useful for specialists in crystal growth technologies, designers of new apparatuses, sales managers, scientists, and engineers who use sapphire articles. 
